
 

 

A Message from The Mayor 

 
It seems every hour there is new information coming out about the COVID-19 virus. That, mixed with all 
the rumors and hearsay, it’s hard to know what to and what not to believe.  I know it seems like we 
might not be updating everyone fast enough but honestly, it is to prevent so much MORE confusion.  
Everything is so fluid right now, the information we put out now could literally change by end of day.  
Because of that, we will update you when something concrete comes out or if we learn of something we 
feel is detrimental to your business or health. For now, we are echoing what the CDC is saying and that 
is, please practice “social-distancing” and wash your hands repeatedly.  Don’t go out if you don’t have to 
and please use good judgement if you do need to get out.  On a phone conversation with Senator 
Lankford, he said they have learned that “…the virus can live for three days on a door knob.”  We have 
taken additional precautions at City Hall and hope everyone, both public and private sector, will do the 
same.    
 
I do want to address some of the concerns/questions people have about local restaurants, 
campgrounds, and other local businesses.  As of right now, we have no plans to close the local 
restaurants.  We are visiting with them to discuss how to set up the seating to keep folks separated at a 
greater distance than normal.  It is hard for me to shut down our local restaurants when folks can drive 
down the road and shop at Lowe’s, Home Depot and other retail outlets.  I have a hard time singling out 
one industry while letting the others stay open.  If you don’t feel safe going into a restaurant then please 
don’t go.  I encourage you to use the ‘dine out’ option that our restaurants offer.  Every one of them 
have said, you can order over the phone and then come pick it up inside or they will bring it to your car.  
Our local restaurants will do whatever it takes to make sure you feel safe getting your food.  The 
campgrounds will stay open for now until we are told otherwise by the Corps of Engineers.  So far, they 
are only talking about their own, Corps ran parks.  Honestly, I could see them shutting ours down in the 
future.  We will let you know more about that when we hear more.   
 
I want everyone to know whatever decisions are made, both now and in the near future, they will be 
made taking EVERYTHING into consideration.  I’m not the Mayor of a random large city somewhere in 
Oklahoma.  I’m the Mayor of Mannford, where I know just about each and every one of you.  I grew up 
with you, know your parents and grandparents, coached your kids in softball, was coached by a lot of 
you in many different sports, eat at your restaurants, buy your gas and purchase our medicines and 
groceries from you.  The decisions made will be made knowing personally the benefit and or personal 
devastation it could cause each and every one of you.  It breaks my heart knowing if what “they” say is 
true, decisions will have to be made that could cause devastation to not just our businesses but to the 
people and friends who work there.  Please understand as I sit down and write this letter to you, it 
makes me ill just thinking about what could potentially come.  I pray that it doesn’t come to this and I 
ask you to please do the same.  We have been through many disasters here in Mannford as of late and 
we have come out stronger and closer in the end.  I know this will be no different.   
 
God Bless and please stay safe.     
 
Mayor Tyler Buttram  


